
 
 

Brockswood Key Stage One and Key Stage Two History Curriculum Map 
Aims: The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how 
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world  

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of 
empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to 
make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses  

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 
contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed  

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, 
national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term 
timescales.  

Attainment targets - By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in 
the relevant programme of study. 

Key stage 1 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know 
where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts 
of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we 
find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.  

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often 
introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3. 

Areas  
Of 
 Study 

Changes within living memory.  

 Where appropriate, 
these should be used 
to reveal aspects of 
change in national life  

 

Events beyond living memory 
that are significant nationally or 
globally  

The lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements.  

 Some should be used 
to compare aspects of 
life in different periods  

Significant historical events, 
people and places in their own 
locality.  

 

Y1 – Shops 
since 1930s 
(inc local 
study) 

 Know what shops are. 

 Identify where they shop and what they buy. 

 Sort photographs of shops into chronological order from the 1930s to the present. 

 Use sources to find out about the different types of shop and their names. 

 Sort shops according to the type of goods they sold. 

 Know why some shops no longer exist. 

 Create a diorama of an old shop front. 

 Say how goods were ordered and then delivered to the door in the 1930s. 

 Use historical vocabulary to create a simple delivery-list poem. 

 Make connections with modern day home-delivery services. 

 Investigate an old shop item from the past and its present day version. 

 Draw and describes an object from the past and compare it with its present day products. 

 Know why some items are no longer around. 

 Use sources to find out about decorated biscuit & sweet tins from the past and sort them into design styles  

 Create a picture design for an old- fashioned sweet tin. 

 Use photographic sources to find out about the inside of a grocer’s shop from the past. 

 Use photographic evidence to create a class grocer’s shop. Use role play with the class 1930s shop to develop comparison, enquiry 
and empathy skills. 

 Understand what an oral account is and listen to oral accounts of shopping. 

 Create an oral questionnaire to use with family members. 



 Use questionnaires to gather oral accounts about shops. 

Y1 - 
Victoriana 
children and 
their toys 
 

 Know who Queen Victoria was and that she lived a long time ago. 

 Use sources to make a family tree of Queen Victoria’s family. 

 Know about the difference between rich and poor children in Victorian times by looking at photographs and paintings. 

 Learn how rich and poor Victorian children played, by trying out a range of their games and toys. 

 Make simple Victorian toys. 

 Know the sort of music poor Victorian children may have listened to, and how they heard them. 

 Sing some popular Victorian songs. 

 Know the sort of music rich Victorian children may have listened to, and how they heard them. 

 Sort out photographs of toys from Victorian times to the present and put them in chronological order. 

 Know why going to parks was so popular in Victorian times. 

 Compare Victorian playground equipment with present-day equipment. 

 Know about the features of a Victorian pleasure garden and can compare it with modern day pleasure gardens. 

 Work together to create a class model of a Victorian pleasure garden. 

 Understand that cheap train fares allowed less wealthy children to visit pleasure gardens for a treat. 

 Draw a train poster to advertise a Victorian Pleasure gardens. 

 Give an oral recount as a Victorian child and create a storyboard about a day trip to their local Victorian park. 
Y1 –LS 
Bruegel the 
Elder and LS 
Lowry 
(investigating 
pictures) 

 Investigate self-portraits of Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry to find out when they lived and who they were. 

 Know how people lived in the 16th century. 

 Explain why Bruegel was called ‘Peasant Bruegel’. 

 Investigate the games shown in Bruegel’s Children’s Games and compare them to present day games. 

 Recreate Bruegel’s Children’s Games with a large class photograph of modern children’s games. 

 Know when and where LS Lowry lived. 

 Use pictures and oral accounts to find out about Lancashire cotton mills and the working conditions of the workers in the 1920s. 

 Use historical language to identify features in a Lowry mill painting. 

 Understand why LS Lowry painted mills and their workers. 

 Study the way buildings are created in Lowry’s paintings and use photographs of local buildings to draw and   paint Lowry-style 
buildings for the class mural. 

 Label and draw in the missing feature of buildings created in the style of LS Lowry. 

 Draw a picture of their home in the style of LS Lowry. 

 Know how LS Lowry figures are created. 

 Use finger painting techniques to paint Lowry-style figures or animals. 

 Know why Lowry’s figures have been called matchstick people. 

 Draw a matchstick character and write a short description about them. 

 Give an account of a character in Bruegel’s The Peasant Wedding and Lowry’s VE Day. 

 Write a thank you letter to the bride and bridegroom in a Bruegel painting. 

 Identify similarities between two paintings. 

 Understand how we can use the artists’ work to find out about the past. 

 Create paintings of their school for children in the future. 

 

Y2 – 
Telephones 
Alexander 
Graham Bell 

● Know about past communication methods such as letters, telegrams, smoke signals, message sticks and Morse Code. 

● Sort photographs or examples of telephones into chronological order. 

● Know who Alexander Graham Bell was and when he lived. 

● Understand the reasons why he invented the telephone. 

● Experiment with sound vibrations to understand how Bell invented the telephone. 

● Investigate an old telephone and describe it. 

● Make comparisons with a modern telephone. 

● Use sources such as photographs and oral accounts to find out about a telephone exchange from the past and how it was used. 

● Make simple telephone switchboards and write dialogue for the operator and user. 

● Create an old-fashioned telephone exchange for class role play. 

● Know when telephone boxes were first used and discuss the change in design over time. 

● Write a telephone box poem. 

● Know how people used telephones in telephone boxes. 

● Know some reasons why telephone boxes are not used so much today. 



● Know that emergency services are available by telephone and can recreate emergency scenarios. 

● Are familiar with the appearance of some unusual telephone designs of the past and can design a telephone of the future. 

Y2 –Guy 
Fawkes and 
the 
Gunpowder 
Plot inc local 
study of 
Brocks 
Fireworks 
on the 
school site 

● Link Guy Fawkes Night to the Gunpowder Plot that took place long ago. 

● Know when and where the Gunpowder Plot took place. 

● Know that James I was king at the time of the plot, and that this was during the Stuart period. 

● Aware of the differences between the Catholics and Protestants in Stuart England and why James I upset the Catholics. 

● Use a range of sources to find out who Guy Fawkes was and what his religious views were. 

● Create a short biographical report of his life. 

● Know about the meeting of the Gunpowder Plot conspirators and the outlines of their plan. 

● Know what ‘Parliament’ means and what the ‘Opening of Parliament’ was. 

● Study a picture to discuss the image it is trying to create of the eight conspirators. 

● Create biographical fact files and pictures for each conspirator. 

● Use hot-seat sessions to interview the conspirators and their motives. 

● Debate whether the conspirators are right or wrong. 

● Know that the gunpowder was stored in the cellars of the House of Lords. 

● Investigate who might have sent the Monteagle letter and write their own letters of warning to family members. 

● Use a range of sources to find out what happened on 5 November 1605. 

● Recount the event in the style of a 17th century pamphlet. 

● Know about Guy Fawkes’ torture and the capture of the other conspirators. 

● Discuss why Guy Fawkes is remembered and not the rest of the conspirators. 

● Create a newspaper front page report. 

● Put the event into chronological order. 

● Work in groups to re-enact the plot. 

● Know why and how people celebrated 5 November in the Stuart period. 

● Compare local present-day Guy Fawkes traditions to ones of the past. 

● Compose a song about Guy Fawkes Night.  

● Fit the gunpowder plot/Brocks firework factory/Brockswood into a chronological framework  

● Compare map of local area in the past and present  

● Interview family members and members of the community who attended Brockswood in its early years  

● Plan and Create a whole class book about the History of the Brockswood site. 

Y2 –  
What was it 
like to be a 
child in 
WW2? 
 

 Know when World War II was and can put it into a timeline. 

 Understand what ‘rationing’ means and know what was rationed. 

 Investigate a copy of a ration book to find out about food rationing. 

 Compare a World War II meal with a present day meal. 

 Know why and how people used allotments and window boxes for growing food. 

 Create a vegetable growing planner. 

 Use ‘Dig for Victory’ posters for inspiration when designing their own posters to encourage others to grow food. 

 Know about clothes rationing and the use of protective clothing such as gas masks. 

 Design an outfit from pieces of material. 

 Have a ‘Make do and mend’ session using pieces of material. 

 Discuss why ‘make do and mend’ is a good idea. 

 Us e sources to understand why and when air raid shelters were used. 

 Labe l a diagram and write a short explanation of an Anderson shelter. 

 Understand the term ‘evacuation’. 

 Know why children were evacuated and what they had to do. 

 Know what it was like to be an evacuee, from oral accounts. 

 Write diary accounts of their own imagined experience. 

 Understand what it was like to be an evacuee, by listening to a visitor who experienced being an evacuee or can remember 
evacuees coming to the area. 

 Use their knowledge of evacuation to have a re-enactment drama session. 

 Discuss how they felt during the re- enactment. 

 

 



Key Stage 2 - Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop 
the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.  

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should 
combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the 
content. 

 

Areas 
 Of  
Study 

Pupils should be taught about: 
changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
 
 the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  
 
 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
 
 the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor  
 

a local history study  
 
 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066  
 
the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China  
 
Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world  
 
a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. 

AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.  

 

Y3 – 
Stone 
age to 
Bronze 
age 
 

Stone Age – 

 Understand how evidence is used to give us a picture of life in the past. 

 Understand why contrasting interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

 Create a simple timeline showing events in their own or a family member’s life. 

 Describe how timelines are used and can identify short- and long-term timescales. 

 Locate the different periods of the StoneAge on a timeline. 

 Describe the hunter-gatherer life of the late Neolithic period. 

 Describe Stone Age tools and weaponry. 

 Consider how Skara Brae gives us a picture of Stone Age life. 

 Use online information to write facts about Skara Brae. 

 Create their own cave paintings. 

 Describe the development of early farming in Britain. 

 Compare the hunter-gatherer and farming lifestyles. 
Bronze Age – 

 Show the relationship between the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages on a timeline. 

 Describe how technology helps historians study the past. 

 Use evidence to make inferences about the Bronze Age. 

 Describe how the immigration of the Beaker People started the Bronze Age in Britain. 

 Describe a Bronze Age roundhouse. 

 Describe what bell beaker pottery was like. 

 Understand how burial rituals changed from the Stone Age (long barrows) to the Bronze Age (round barrows). 

 Write about a day in the life of a Bronze Age person. 

 Describe why opinions about the origins of Stonehenge differ. 

 Use diagrams to create their own model of Stonehenge. 

 Describe why Stonehenge is a significant landmark. 

 Describe the main changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Bronze Age. 

Y3 – The 
Iron Age 
(Celts) 
 
Celtic 
Culture 

 Describe some of the main Celtic tribes. 

 Locate the main tribal kingdoms. 

 Make inferences about Iron Age life from the finds of the Llyn Cerrig Bach hoard. 

 Describe the Celts’ appearance. 

 Describe Celtic warfare and weaponry. 

 Describe Iron Age dwellings. 

 Describe Iron Age hill forts. 

 Create a model of a hill fort. 



 Describe the benefits of Iron Age advances in technology. 

 Describe ways that Lindow Man provides evidence of Iron Age life. 

 Describe Celtic religion and the role of the Druids. 

 Describe a druid artefact. 

 Describe Iron Age farming and trade. 

 Understand how the Celtic calendar was structured. 

 Weave and can describe its importance to the Celts. 

 Sketch examples of Celtic art and jewellery. 

 Create their own Celtic style jewellery. 

 Identify Celtic place names in Britain today. 

 Visit an Iron Age site in their local area (option to research one online if this isn’t possible). 

 Describe changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

Y3 –
Ancient 
Egypt 

 Use maps to identify where the earliest civilisations appeared. 

 Use timelines to identify when the earliest civilisations appeared. 

 Describe Egyptian social structure. 

 Create some Egyptian-style jewellery. 

 Understand how the discovery of the Rosetta Stone led to the deciphering of Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

 Recreate some Egyptian hieroglyphs. 

 Describe what is known about why and how the great pyramids were built. 

 Create a model of the Great Pyramid at Giza. 

 Describe the achievements of some famous Egyptians. 

 Describe the significance of Howard Carter’s discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb. 

 Describe artefacts from Tutankhamen’s burial treasure and how they were used. 

 Create an artwork based on Tutankhamen’s death mask. 

 Describe some of the different gods and goddesses worshipped by the Egyptians. 

 Describe the story of Osiris and Seth. 

 Recreate the story of Osiris and Seth. 

 Describe Egyptian beliefs about life after death. 

 Describe the mummification process. 

 Make their own canopic jars. 

 Describe some of the features of Egyptian art. 

 Create their own examples of Egyptian pictures. 

 Describe why the Nile was important to ancient Egyptians. 

 Create a presentation about an aspect of Egyptian life. 

 Present their own information about an aspect of Egyptian life. 

 
Y4 – 
Life in 
Ancient 
Greece  
 
Greek 
Culture 

 Know when and where the civilisation of ancient Greece took place. 

 Describe Greek clothing and hairstyles. 

 Compare Greek domestic life with today. 

 Compare the Greek alphabet to our own. 

 Describe the Acropolis of Athens. 

 Design a Greek-style column. 

 Debate the pros and cons of the removal of the Elgin Marbles from the Parthenon. 

 Compare the lives of people in Athens and Sparta. 

 Describe some main events of the Persian Wars. 

 Retell the story of the Trojan Horse. 

 Describe the achievements of some famous Greeks. 

 Debate which Greek made the biggest impact. 

 Describe some of the different gods and goddesses worshipped by the Greeks. 

 Consider the characteristics of the Greek gods and goddesses. 

 Describe the myth of Perseus and Medusa. 

 Devise a performance using dance and movement to portray a Greek myth. 

 Describe the myth of Hades and Persephone. 

 Create a piece of art depicting a mythological creature. 

 Explore some of Aesop’s fables through drama. 

 Discuss the moral of some of Aesop’s fables. 

 Describe ancient Greek pottery artefacts. 

 Create a piece of art in the style of ancient Greek pottery. 

 Describe what ancient Greek theatres were like. 

 Create Greek-style theatre masks. 

Y4 – 
The 
legacy of 

 Read an excerpt of an ancient Greek play. 

 Describe some Greek contributions to science and medicine. 

 Identify examples of Greek architecture in modern buildings. 



the 
Ancient 
Greeks 

 Describe how democracy began in ancient Athens. 

 Investigate Pythagoras’ Theorem. 

 Know some of the ideas of ancient Greek philosophers 

 Discuss how Greek myths have influenced modern stories and films. 

 Use Greek myths as inspiration for their own writing. 

 Name English words that are derived from ancient Greek. 

 Describe the Olympic Games in ancient Greece. 

 Compare the ancient Greek Olympics with those in the modern day. 

 Participate in a Greek-style Olympic Games. 

Y4 – 
Roman 
Empire 
 
Roman 
Britain 
inc Local 
Study 

 Know when and where the Roman Empire took place. 

 Describe some famous buildings in ancient Rome and consider their purpose. 

 Describe the main features of a Roman villa. 

 Consider similarities and differences between Roman home life and home life today. 

 Demonstrate understanding of a Roman leisure activity. 

 Describe some of the different gods and goddesses worshipped by the Romans. 

 Describe what life was like for a Roman soldier, describing some of the army tactics used. 

 Describe some of the weapons used by the Roman army. 

 Identify similarities and differences between Roman and modern coins. 

 Create a piece of Roman-style artwork. 

 Describe what happened to Pompeii in AD79. 

 Describe how knowledge of Roman life has been constructed from Pompeii’s archaeological site. 

 Draw comparisons between Celtic and Roman life. 

 Compare and contrast the Celtic warriors with the Roman army. 

 Create a timeline showing important events in Roman Britain. 

 Identify reasons why the Romans invaded Britain. 

 Discuss the merits and faults of Julius Caesar. 

 Describe the main events of Julius Caesar’s invasions of Britain in 55BC and 54BC. 

 Describe the main events of the Roman invasion of AD43. 

 Describe how Caratacus resisted the Roman invaders. 

 Describe where the Romans settled in Britain. 

 Describe how written evidence has helped us to understand what Queen Boudica was like. 

 Describe the main events of Boudica’s rebellion. 

 Identify why Celts and Romans may have differed in their opinions of Boudica. 

 Describe the way that Roman Britain was organised. 

 Describe life in a town in Roman Britain. 

 Describe the construction of Roman roads in Britain. 

 Describe the beginnings of early Christianity in Britain. 

 Describe how life for the Celts changed under Roman rule. 

 Understand how archaeological sites like Caerwent give us information about the Roman period. 

 Describe why Hadrian’s Wall was built. 

 Describe what life might have been like for a soldier at a Hadrian’s Wall fort. 

 Visit a Roman site in their local area (option to research a Roman site online if this isn’t possible). 

 Create a presentation about an aspect of Roman British life. 

 Present their own information about an aspect of Roman British life. 

Y5 – The 
Anglo 
Saxons 

 Explain why the Romans abandoned Britain. 

 Describe how and why the Scots and Anglo-Saxons came to Britain and can discuss whether they should be described as invaders or 
settlers. 

 Describe the appearance of Anglo-Saxon men, women and children at various levels of society. 

 Draw comparisons between Anglo- Saxon weaponry and armour and those of the Romans. The children can use these 
comparisons to make a value judgment about fighting effectiveness. 

 Identify the main areas of Britain where the Anglo-Saxons settled. 

 Identify some place names of Anglo- Saxon origin, explain what some of them mean, and discuss what these meanings tell us about 
Anglo-Saxon life. 

 Describe in general terms how Britain was ruled in Anglo-Saxon times. 

 Describe some laws in Anglo-Saxon Britain and express their judgment about whether those laws were fair. 

 Describe a typical home in Anglo-Saxon Britain. 

 Draw comparisons between Anglo-Saxon villages and Roman towns, explaining which they would rather live in, and why. 

 Identify and classify some of the sources of evidence we have for what life was like in Anglo-Saxon Britain, and can suggest what these 
sources tell us. 

 Explain what the Sutton Hoo ship burial tells us about the person buried there and about life in Anglo-Saxon Britain. 

 Identify differences between daily life in Anglo-Saxon times and daily life today; can express and justify their opinions about these 
differences. 

 Describe some important features of Anglo-Saxon childhood and distinguish between the lives of boys and girls. 



 Describe Anglo-Saxon food and express their opinions about it. 

 Create an original design in an Anglo- Saxon style. 

 Name some modern English words of Anglo-Saxon origin and compare their present day form with their original form. 

 Write their names in Anglo-Saxon runes 

 Retell part of the legend of Beowulf and discuss what the story tells us about the Anglo-Saxons. 

 Name the principle gods and goddesses worshipped by the Anglo-Saxons. 

 Explain the link between Anglo-Saxon gods and the modern days of the week. 

 Describe how the Anglo-Saxons were converted to Christianity. 

 Explain the significance of the Lindisfarne Gospels. 

 Create a timeline of Anglo-Saxon Britain. 

 Debate the importance of various aspects of the Anglo-Saxons’ legacy. 
Y5 –  
The 
Maya 

 Locate the ancient Maya civilisation on a map of the world and on a timeline. 

 Describe some of the evidence left behind by the ancient Maya civilisation. 

 Explain what the palace at Palenque tells us about the ancient Maya civilisation. 

 Draw comparisons between the Maya pyramids and the pyramids of Ancient Egypt. 

 Explain what stelae are and can explain some of the things they tell us about the ancient Maya. 

 Design authentic-looking Maya costumes. 

 Draw comparisons between ancient Maya homes and Anglo-Saxon homes. They can express and justify their preferences. 

 Draw comparisons between Chichen Itza and ancient Rome. Children can suggest what an ancient Roman might have thought of Chichen 
Itza. 

 Describe how the Maya were ruled. 

 Describe some ancient Maya laws, and compare and contrast them with laws in Anglo-Saxon Britain. 

 Describe the ballgame played by the Maya, and devise and play a similar ballgame. 

 Retell the Maya creation myth. 

 Describe the diet of the ancient Maya. 

 Compare the art of the ancient Maya with the art of the Anglo-Saxons. 

 Recognise Maya glyphs and use syllable glyphs to write their names. 

 Name some of the goods the ancient Maya traded with their neighbours. 

 Explain the impact of this trade on the ancient Maya civilisation. 

 Children can give a simple explanation of how the ancient Maya calendar worked. 

 Describe some of the Maya’s scientific and mathematical achievements. 

 Read and write numbers in the Maya number system. 

 Describe some ancient Maya religious beliefs and practices. 

 Evaluate how important religion was to the ancient Maya. 

 Compare the burial rites of the ancient Maya to those of the Anglo-Saxons. 

 Discuss the comparative levels of civilisation of the ancient Maya and the Anglo- Saxons. 

 Evaluate the evidence in support of several theories about the causes of the collapse of the ancient Maya civilisation. 

 Say which theory they think is most convincing, and explain why. 

 Devise historically valid questions about the ancient Maya civilisation and research answers to their questions, evaluating the sources 
they use for reliability. 

 Choose an appropriate method of presenting what they have found out. 

 Prepare and give a presentation of their findings. 

Y5 –  
A Local 
historySt
udy - 
Buncefiel
d 

 Decide which aspect of local history to study from a range of choices. 

 Decide how they will share what they find out during the study and who they will share it with. 

 Frame historically relevant questions about the aspect of local history they have chosen to study. 

 Identify a range of sources they could use to find out the answers to their questions. 

 Evaluate evidence from a range of sources. 

 Use interviews and/or surveys to gather historical evidence. 

 Use buildings to gather historical evidence. 

 Use a visit to an archaeological site to gather historical evidence. 

 Use artefacts to gather historical evidence. 

 Use gravestones to gather historical evidence. 

 Use a visit to a local museum to gather historical evidence. 

 Use a visit by a local historian to gather historical evidence. 

 Use old newspapers to gather historical evidence. 

 Use old maps to gather historical evidence. 

 Use old photographs to gather historical evidence. 

 Use public records to gather historical evidence. 

 Use old school logbooks to gather historical evidence. 

 Use personal documents to gather historical evidence. 

 Use books on local history to gather historical evidence. 

 Make connections between their locality’s past and present. 

 Make connections between local history and British history. 



 Prepare a presentation on local history. 

 Present the results of their local history study. 

 Evaluate their learning 
Y6 – 
The 
Vikings 

 Describe what they already know about the Vikings. 

 Identify some of the sources of their knowledge and evaluate how accurate and reliable each source is likely to be. 

 Explain who the Vikings were, where they came from, and how they got the name ‘Vikings’. 

 Evaluate the evidence for and against Viking helmets having horns. 

 Describe the dress of a Viking warrior. 

 Describe the weapons, armour and battle tactics of Viking warriors, and suggest why they were so feared. 

 Describe the Viking attacks in general terms and identify when and where some of them took place. 

 Describe Viking longships and can identify aspects of their design that contributed to the Vikings’ success in raids. 

 Explain some of the reasons why the Vikings came to Britain. 

 Describe some of the archaeological evidence the Vikings left behind and explain what it tells us about Viking life. 

 Describe some of the written sources we have for our knowledge about the Vikings and can explain what they tell us. 

 Say whether they think women were treated fairly in Viking society, and can use evidence to support their argument. 

 Describe the features of a Viking longhouse. 

 Describe some of the main features of daily life in a Viking village, say whether they would want to live in one, and explain why. 

 Describe the Viking diet and say whether or not they would like to eat Viking food. 

 Draw comparisons between Viking and Anglo-Saxon art and suggest possible reasons for the similarities. 

 Identify similarities between the Viking and Anglo-Saxon gods, and suggest possible reasons for them. 

 Explain the role of sagas in Viking culture, and can retell the story of a least one saga. 

 Draw comparisons between Viking burial practices and those of the ancient Maya. 

 Explain who King Alfred was, the part he played in British history, and why he was given the title ‘the Great’. 

 Explain the meaning of the term ‘Danelaw’. 

 Identify the areas of the country covered by the Danelaw. 

 Explain who Athelstan was and why he is an important figure in British history. 

 Explain what the Danegeld was. 

 Express and justify their opinion about whether Ethelred should have paid the Danegeld. 

 Explain the significance of King Canute in the history of Britain. 

 Explain what happened to the Vikings. 

 Create a timeline of Viking Age Britain. 
Y6 –  
Battle of 
Britain 

 Give a general description of the Battle of Britain, and show where it fits on a timeline. 

 Identify some of the main sources of evidence we have for the Battle of Britain, and explain what each source tells us about the battle. 

 Put the Battle of Britain within the wider context of World War II, and can describe the most significant events leading up to the battle. 

 Name and describe the roles of the Allied and German leaders most directly involved in the Battle of Britain. 

 Explain the significance of Churchill’s famous quotation, explaining why ‘so many’ owe ‘so much’ to ‘so few’. 

 Describe and order the main events of the Battle of Britain. 

 Identify and compare the principle aircraft in the Battle of Britain. 

 Explain the strategy behind the bombing of London and other British cities, and evaluate whether or not it was successful. 

 Identify some of the roles played by people on the ground in the Battle of Britain (radar operators, ARP wardens, rescue services, 
intelligence operatives, and so on). 

 Describe what life was like in air raid shelters. 

 Explain how the Battle of Britain ended. 

 Evaluate the significance of the Battle of Britain within the wider context of World War II. 

Y6 – 
Early 
Islamic 
Civilisati
on 

 Locate early Islamic civilisation on a timeline and a map of the world. 

 Evaluate the role and significance of writing in the rise of early Islamic civilisation. 

 Compare and contrast Islamic beliefs with Viking beliefs. 

 Explain in simple terms the social structure of early Islamic civilisation. 

 Explain the reasons why Baghdad was the centre of early Islamic civilisation. 

 Compare and contrast daily life in Baghdad around ad900 with life in a Viking village at around the same time. 

 Explain the significance of Baghdad’s House of Wisdom. 

 Describe some of the contributions to mathematics made by early Islamic scholars. 

 Describe some of the contributions to science made by early Islamic scholars. 

 Describe some forms of Islamic art, in terms of both media and motifs. 

 Describe early Islamic architecture. 

 Devise historically valid questions about early Islamic civilisation. 

 Research answers to their questions, evaluating the sources they use for reliability. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 


