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I hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing summer. Year One signifies change and new beginnings. There will be 

the introduction of many new subjects and ways of learning. In Year One we focus on developing independence 

and responsibility through encouraging children to take ownership of getting themselves prepared for each task.  

This letter is to inform you of what we will be learning this term. Our topic this half term is ‘Fire Fire’. Followed 

by our topic for Autumn 2 which will be ‘Explorers’. The topic will be the theme across all lessons.  

Staff: Your child will be taught by myself, Miss Kennett, and teaching assistant Miss Page with Miss Harthill 

providing additional support every morning. Mrs Turner and Mr Wyatt will teach the children music and PE 

respectively.  

Curriculum Information: 

Mathematics  We will begin by building on aspects of numbers such as place value, 

simple number sequences and patterns.  We will be encouraging the 

children to develop their own range of mental strategies to assist them 

in a variety of calculations and problem solving experiences.  
 We will then be applying our number knowledge to addition and 

subtraction.  

 Shape- Investigating the properties of 2D and 3D shapes 

English 
 
 
 

 Narrative- Write simple sentences using patterned language, words and 

phrases taken from familiar stories. 

 Visual Literacy – we will write a descriptive piece based on a short film. 

 Poetry- Read, write and perform free verse. 

Science  Everyday Materials- We will investigate a range of materials for their 

properties and purpose, making decisions on which materials are best 

for different roles. 

 Humans – We will learn the names of the main body parts and explore 

our senses to compare different textures.  

Computing  Let’s create – We will explore digital resources and use them to create 

pictures and text.  

 Internet Safety- Looking at practical ways to stay safe online. 

Physical 
Education 

 Competitive Sport and Outdoor games- These will be taught by Mr 

Wyatt. 

 Dance will be delivered by Mrs Turner under the sports provision 

reflecting topics and themes taught in class.  

 Please ensure your child has a full PE kit including trainers in school at 

all times and that it has their name clearly written on the label. 

History & 
Geography 
 

 Fire Fire – We will be learning about The Great Fire of London and will 

be looking at how fire safety and the fire service has changed through 

the years.  

 Great explorers – We will compare the lives of Christopher Columbus 

and Neil Armstrong and consider why they are famous.  

Art & 
Design and 
Technology  

 Developing skills in D&T by designing and constructing 3D houses. 

Music 
 
 

 Mrs Turner will continue to teach the children for Music. 

 The children will be introduced to music by exploring percussion 

instruments through song, movement and musical motifs.  

 The children will participate in the annual Nativity Play working as an 

ensemble with Year 2.  
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Religious  
Education 
 

 Christianity – We will be taking a look into Christianity and linking it to 

places of worship in particular St Pauls Cathedral which was seriously 

damaged in the Great Fire of London.  

Personal Social 
Health 
Education 
 

 Being me in my world- We will look at new starts and dealing with 

worries. 

 Celebrating difference- This will focus on working with others and 

solving problems together. 

 We will be having a strong focus on nutrition and promoting healthy a 

lifestyle.  

Class Information: 

Home Learning: Home learning will continue to be given out on a Wednesday, to be returned the following Monday. 

Late or incomplete home learning will be recorded and completed during lunch time. There is a Home Learning 

Club to assist any pupil who requires help on a Wednesday after school. 

Reading Books: Your child’s reading book will be changed as and when it is needed. Now the children are in Year 1 

and becoming more fluent readers, it is important that they can recall the main events of the story, discuss the 

characters and explain their likes and their dislikes rather than simply decode. Every day the children will take 

part in Reading activities but it is still crucial that they are heard read every evening at home. Reading 4 or more 

times a week will be rewarded with house points.  

Spellings: The children’s spellings are tested each week. They will take home their relevant spelling ladder every 

week to be practiced at home. They can then practice these as much as they want before they are tested the 

following week.  

Important Dates: 

Half term:    Monday 29th October – Friday 2nd November  

Back to school:   Monday 5th November  

Cherry class assembly:             Friday 30th November  

Last day of term:  Friday 21st December (2pm finish)  

Healthy Lifestyle: As a whole school we are focusing on a healthy lifestyle for all children.  We will be taking 

part in daily exercise as well as providing healthy snacks and nutritious lunches for your children.  As part of this 

programme we would like to help children understand the importance of eating healthily.  Some parents and carers 

like to provide something special for all the children to share on their child’s birthday.  We would ask that this 

be a healthy snack that we can share at snack time rather than sweets or cake.  For example: fruit that we do 

not usually have – grapes, pineapple, strawberries, blueberries etc., rice cakes, break sticks or pieces of 

cheese.  Please feel free to speak to a member of staff if you would like more ideas.  We thank you in advance 

for your co-operation with this. 

Help at home: For more information on what your child is doing in school as well as how to support your child in 

their learning, please refer to the class blog on the website as well as information on the Parents section. I look 

forward to seeing you during parent consultations on Wednesday 14th November and Thursday 15th November. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss Kennett 
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