
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18th May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

School Reopening 

We write with further details regarding school reopening for children in Early Years, Year 1 and Year 6 from 

1st June. Please can we ask that you read this letter very carefully as it will help you make an informed 

decision. Thank you for your patience whilst we have put together this plan and considered all the advice 

available from the Government, Department for Education, numerous teaching and support staff trade 

unions and the local authority. 

It is worth setting out that there is a great deal of understandable fear in society at the moment. School can 

only seek to reduce those fears by assessing the risk as much as possible which is inherent in everything we 

do in life. It is our intention that the information we are providing demonstrates that we are seeking to 

minimise risk which builds confidence which in turn provides a level of assurance. However, it is up to 

parents individually to determine whether you personally feel the risks of sending your child to school at 

this time are acceptable or not. There will be no fines issued for non-attendance and we will support your 

decision whatever that may be. 

For ease of access, we have set out the rest of this letter into titled paragraph with what we anticipate are 

frequently asked questions at the end.  

General class arrangements 

As per Government advice, we will be limiting group sizes to 15 children. Rather than over-emphasising the 

social distancing, we are aiming to create ‘bubbles’ or small groups of adults and children who spend the 

day together. We will be setting out the classrooms so that desks and chairs are spaced out so that children 

are kept 2m apart as much as possible. We will look to maximise the outdoor space and much outdoor 

learning will be planned for.  

Early Years will be taught in Acorns classroom and the hall (in groups of up to 10) by the EYFS team: Miss 

Kennett, Miss Charnley, Miss Scarborough and Mrs Marsden Day. Year 1 will be taught in Cherry and Beech 

by Mrs Dalton and Mrs Bevil Gahan and Year 6 will be taught in Oak, Conifer and Rowan by Mr Weekes, 

Miss Dimonaco, Mrs Hake and Mrs Driver. Keyworker children will continue to be taught by staff on a rota 

and will be taught in Maple and Willow. 

The groups will be kept separate at all times. This might be difficult for children being separated from some 

of their friends in the same class but it is what the advice dictates we do. To avoid cross contamination 

from external sources, children will only bring in a named water bottle and a packed lunch if they are not 
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having school lunch – no book bags, toys, stationery etc will be allowed in school.  Children will be allocated 

their own stationery in school, this will not be shared.  

It is important to understand that school will continue to look different for the foreseeable future so 

classrooms may look more functional than they normally do. Teachers will create a seating plan for their 

classrooms with named table/seating areas for the children to minimise movement around the classroom.  

The school will be kept clean throughout the day, with regular increased focus on contact points, surfaces 

and toilets. We would also like to mirror the Department for Education’s advice that school uniform be 

washed daily above 60 degree heat as scientific evidence demonstrates the virus can survive on clothing in 

some circumstances. In addition, we ask that children come to school in trainers so that they can access 

outdoor activities (they will not be changing shoes during the day and coats will be hung on their chairs). 

Please do not buy any new school uniform at this stage, if your child has outgrown their uniform, then dark 

jogging bottoms and a plain t-shirt is acceptable. 

We are sure that some children may be feeling a little anxious about their return to school, in 

acknowledgement of this we will initially focus on the children’s wellbeing and mental health – it will be 

very important that children are given time and space to talk about their experiences.  

Drop off and collection arrangements 

There will be a staggered start (and end) to the day to reduce contact between children and adults which 

can be summarised as: 

Year group Group Arrival Time Collection Time 

Keyworker Children  08:15 As required (by 15:15 latest) 

EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6   Group A 08:30 14:45 

EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6   Group B 08:45 15:00 

EYFS and Year 6 Group C 09:00 15:15 

 

At the end of this letter you will find a link to a survey, it is vitally important that you complete the survey 

so that we can plan accordingly.  We will use your responses to group the children and inform you of which 

group your child is in as soon as we are able to. 

Access to the school 

Signage and social distance markings will be evident on school grounds for parents to adhere to. 

Keyworker children will use the small pedestrian gate near Jack in the Box and will enter school through the 

playground gates leading directly to their classrooms. 

Early Years will enter school using the small pedestrian gate nearest Sainsbury’s. The teachers will collect 

and deliver your children at the EYFS gate. 

Year 1 will use the double gates that are usually locked and enter and exit via the main school office. 

Year 6 will use the small pedestrian gate near Jack in the Box and will enter school through the playground 

gates leading directly to their classrooms.  

Staff will be on hand to guide children and parents. We will ensure that siblings have the same arrival and 

collection times to ensure reduced contact between adults.  

 

 



 

Breaktimes and Lunchtimes 

Children in their respective groups will have staggered break and lunchtimes. School meals will be provided 

in the way they always have been though we will be providing a packed lunch option only and this will be 

sent down to classes each day to avoid children walking through the hall and corridors. Children entitled to 

free school meals and those in receipt of UIFSM (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) will continue to receive their 

free meal. Children in Nursery and Year 6 can also have a paid lunch in the way this system has always 

worked.  

Parents 

We ask that parents do not have any face to face contact with staff. No parents will be permitted on site at 

any part of the day (without an appointment) apart from pick up and drop off time. If you would like to 

speak to a staff member then please contact the office (telephone or email) they will then pass your 

message on to the relevant staff member who will contact you at their earliest convenience.  Staff will 

contact you if they need to convey any messages. 

Illness 

Children with general sickness such as a stomach bug or diarrhoea should follow the usual 48hr guidance of 

non-attendance at school. Cases where children suffer Corona style symptoms such as a temperature 

should self-isolate for 7 days. In the event of a confirmed case of Coronavirus, the respective class group at 

school will be immediately shut down and all children and relevant members of staff will need to self-

isolate for 14 days.  

As per government guidance, if a child is showing symptoms of Coronavirus, staff will wear PPE equipment 

and children will be taken to the medical room where they will be kept away from staff and other children. 

A member of staff will check on the child from a safe distance to check on their wellbeing but will not be in 

the room with them and parents will need to pick up without delay once contacted. 

In the event of general staff illness, parents will be informed via school comms as soon as possible and the 

group will be closed until the member of staff returns.  

Year 6 

Over the years, the relationship between the staff and children grows and grows and so we are delighted 

that they will be amongst the first cohort to come back to school and will be able to experience a form of 

ending, albeit not the one we wanted to give them. We will do our best to try and replicate some of the 

typical experiences they would experience at this time of year.  

Mr Weekes and Miss Dimonaco are in communication with Secondary School counterparts so you can be 

assured that transition meetings are still taking place via all the communication systems available to us. 

SURVEY 

Please click on the link below to complete the survey by Wednesday 20th May 

1.00pm, thank you.  As stated above, it is very important that all parents with 

children in EYFS, Y1 and Y6 complete the survey as this will determine our staffing 

for the 1st of June. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQbTvfsMDNDconDIhraBF8Undf9sZX

D-o0lq6AAKU9vtTuhg/viewform 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQbTvfsMDNDconDIhraBF8Undf9sZXD-o0lq6AAKU9vtTuhg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQbTvfsMDNDconDIhraBF8Undf9sZXD-o0lq6AAKU9vtTuhg/viewform


 

 

Please see the FAQs section where we hope to answer some more specific issues. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Will the school definitely be open from 1st June? Not necessarily. You may have heard Boris Johnson in his 

briefing say that this is a working plan subject to change based on the ‘R’ rate of infection (see here 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52609952) .  

If I choose not to send my child to school, will they still be able to use online learning from home? The 

Seesaw and Tapestry environments will still be live for EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6 with links to websites 

parents can use to plan for educating their child at home. For classes not currently returning to school, we 

will continue with provision a sit looks now. 

I have a child in Reception/Year1/Year 6 but also a child in the school in another year group. Will I be 

able to send them into school? No, the school is only open for children in EYFS, Year 1 or Year 6 or if you 

have a child on the Key Workers register. 

Can you explain in more detail the differences between shielded people, vulnerable people and 

extremely vulnerable people? Further advice can be found here 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-

in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-

and-childcare-settings 

What steps are you taking to keep the school clean? School will be following the government guidelines to 

ensure sustained hygiene.  Children will also regularly wash hands throughout the day. We also have some 

new posters we will be putting up around the school as fresh hygiene reminders. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june 

Will staff be wearing PPE equipment? The formal advice suggests PPE equipment will not be needed in 

most cases unless closer contact is needed e.g. an unwell child or a child who has hurt themselves. 

However, staff may feel more comfortable wearing equipment and I am happy for them to wear this if they 

so wish. 

Are children allowed to wear PPE equipment? We do not expect children to wear PPE equipment but if it 

makes them or you as a parent more comfortable then please feel free to use. School cannot provide this 

equipment. 

Why are you only offering ‘packed lunch’school dinners? Doing this means we can avoid the use of the 

dining room and children moving around the building. It also helps facilitate outdoor picnics where the 

weather allows and for lunches to be eaten in classrooms. Tables will be wiped before and after lunch. 

Do children still need to wear school uniform? Children will still be expected to wear school uniform. We 

would like children to wear trainers instead of school shoes so they can more easily take part in outdoor 

learning and also avoid the use of PE kits. Additional clothing is being discouraged at this time. 

Will Breakfast Club and After School Club be offered at this time? Unfortunately, we are unable to offer 

these services; DfE advice dictates we suspend them. 

What about clubs in general? We are unable to offer any of our usual clubs at this moment in time.  

What will happen to Sports Day, the Summer Fair, Leavers Assembly, etc? Unfortunately, we are 

cancelling all events for the remainder of the academic year. We are disappointed by this ourselves and 

know this will be tough on the children but the logistics and advice make these events impossible to host.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52609952
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june


 

How will you maintain a level of social distancing at lunch and break times? Break times will be staggered 

across the morning and there will be designated spaces allocated around the school. The groups will play in 

separate areas of the playground and this will be supervised by staff. Lunchtimes will follow the same 

provision. 

Can my child bring a bag to school? No – children should not bring bags into school at this time. As stated 

above, all equipment including stationery and books will be provided by school and will remain in school. 

Children should bring their own water bottle, the bottle should be labelled and taken home each day.  

Will other year groups return to school before the end of term? Boris Johnson has expressed a desire for 

all year groups to return to school 4 weeks before the commencement of the summer holidays. However, 

there is a great deal of jigsaw pieces to slot into place before this becomes viable and at this moment in 

time, we have no idea what this would look like or how this would be achieved. There is a great deal of 

resistance to this from all unions representing the entire spectrum of school staff and nothing is certain at 

this point. See here for further information https://schoolsweek.co.uk/coronavirus-unions-urge-

government-to-step-back-from-june-1-school-reopening-plan/  

How are staff feeling about reopening? Our staff team are very positive and forward thinking. We are all 

united in wanting to reopen school to see the children again – we want this to be as safe as possible. We 

are keen to serve and do our bit and would ask that you reinforce at home the distancing rules which we 

are putting in place in school. 

Where can I find further general advice?  The following links may be helpful: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-

and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-

and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/coronavirus-unions-urge-government-to-step-back-from-june-1-school-reopening-plan/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/coronavirus-unions-urge-government-to-step-back-from-june-1-school-reopening-plan/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june

